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New Officers

Please welcome new officers of SLAMTA.

Sharla Anderson – VP of Membership & Hospitality Chair
Mihyun Lee – Secretary
Matt Safley – Key Players Chair
Jennifer Spohr – Program Chair & Committee Manager

Officers (July 2020)

President – Kyu Butler, NCTM
Secretary – Mihyun Lee
Treasurer – Bethany Nikstad
Vice-President of Membership – Sharla Anderson

Certification Chair – Eunsil Stevenson, NCTM
District Audition Chair – Caroline Hixson, NCTM
Hospitality Chair – Sharla Anderson
Key Players Chair – Matt Safley
Legacy Chair – Huiyun Liang, NCTM
Master Class Chair – Soo Kyung Kim
Monster Concert Chair – Marschnee Strong
Playathon Chair – Natalie Mayor
Program Chair & Committee Manager – Jennifer Spohr
Sonatina Festival Chair – Angela Cox
Young Artist Competition Chair – Kyu Butler, NCTM



Announcements

1. Membership Renewal
The MTNA, MMTA and SLAMTA’s fiscal year is July 1 – June 
30. If you haven’t renewed your membership, please do so. 
Any questions, please feel free to ask VP of Membership, 
Sharla Anderson at slamta.membershipchair@gmail.com

2. Vote for Changes to the Constitution and Bylaws
We have to change our Constitution and Bylaws which will 
require a 2/3 majority vote to pass. The last revisions were 
made in 2014. A lot has changed since then. Especially,  I 
would like to add and make official the Immediate Past 
President and President-Elect positions. I can then create an 
Executive Board that will share responsibilities and provide 
support. Revisions to the Constitution and Bylaws will be sent 
out on 7/15, and the vote will be from 7/22 to 8/04. Only 
Active members can vote, so please renew your membership. 

3. Fall Programs Replaced
Due to COVID-19, SLAMTA canceled all in-person events for 
Fall 2020. Our Program Chair, Jennifer Spohr worked hard to 
replace the programs. Thank you, Jennifer. Details will be 
announced via SLAMTA web. Please stay tuned.

4. District/State Auditions
Information will be announced soon by MMTA. This year
MMTA Auditions will be a video submission. 



GWEN PEIPER

“Music is a kind and truthful speech 
in a language…out of mere words 
reach”

I met with Gwen one hot summer day during this pandemic at her 
studio with a mask on. The reason I decided to interview her and 
feature her in SLAMTA’s Newsletter is because she is our eldest 
teacher and one of the members who has been a member for the 
longest time. Gwen was born in 1928 and has been a member of 
SLAMTA since 1976!  

My motto for SLAMTA is “Remembering the Past, Embracing the 
Present, Nurturing the Future” – this interview “remembered the 
past”. I wanted to feature a member who we can recognize for their 
contributions. 

The interview was very pleasant and in fact, I learned while I was 
listening her speaking. I am sorry that I can not provide the entire 
interview, due to the limitation of the space here. 

MEMBER HIGHLIGHT

(July 9th, 2020)



Gwen welcomed me with a big smile and warm hug. Interviewing 
someone with a mask on is very unusual, but given the circumstance, 
we both agreed to do it. Her studio is located at Webster Groves, and 
is spacious but cozy and comfortable.

Gwen is such a strong lady, passionate teacher, blessed person, and 
humble human being. I was amazed by how much energy she had 
during the lengthy interview. She is still very active and positive, and 
also a person with such a genuine and generous personality. 

Gwen grew up with piano. Her mother was also a piano teacher who 
had a lot of influence on Gwen. Gwen started teaching piano as a 
high school student. She is happy and thankful that her mother 
provided her an inheritance of a life with music. She approaches her
music with a great passion. Although Gwen has so much experience, 
she is still willing to learn from others. Her mother, as well as the 
Australian composer Percy Grainger said that you can learn 
something even from a country fiddler. She is open for learning in any 
subjects or fields.  

Gwen said that SLAMTA was an important part of her career. She said 
that adult learning is an important part of professionalism and 
SLAMTA’s programs contributed a lot to her growth as a teacher. This 
was her message to young teachers - “one thing at a time” and 
“study”. She always tried to learn “one thing” whenever she attended 
SLAMTA’s programs. Usually she learned more than one most times. 
Continuous studying to be a better teacher is must, she said.     

As a teacher, she always has performance classes even for the 
beginners. Being a musician is not simply about technique but should 
also be about expressing yourself, even from a young age. She 
encourages students to participate in competitions, festivals, and 
auditions so that they learn how to focus and how to express music 
as a language. 



One thing that I was very impressed to hear was that Gwen studied 
with the legendary pianist, Madame Tatiana Nikolaeva for nine 
summers at the Mozarteum in Austria. This was like finding a jewel in
hidden! Gwen wrote an article in remembrance of studying with 
Madame Nikolaeva as well as her tragic death for the Clavier
magazine. This was later translated to Russian and published in the 
Piano, a Russian music journal.

I asked Gwen how she stayed so healthy and energetic over 90 years 
and for tips on maintaining a healthy and long life. Gwen answered 
that first, a long life ran in her family. Second, that she respects her 
body and eats with caution. Gwen added, having “good habits” in 
terms of diet and regular exercise. I personally think that Gwen’s 
positive and open-mind view could help her mental and psychological 
health to maintain good physical health as well. 

The two important messages that I learned from Gwen during this 
interview were that we must “respect each other” to keep a healthy 
organization, and that “being a good listener” was critical to be a 
good teacher.  

I would like to say special thanks to Gwen for her time and sharing 
her stories to SLAMTA members. I hope her passion and contribution 
can pass on to the younger teachers of SLAMTA.



Biography – Gwen Peiper

Gwen is currently coordinator of the Musical Arts Academy of 
Webster Groves. She previously was the director and taught at the 
Webster Groves Center of the St. Louis Symphony Community Music 
School (formerly CASA). Other teaching positions held were Millikin 
University Conservatory of Music, Webster University, and the 
Frances Bolsterli Piano Studios in Webster Groves, Missouri.

Gwen holds Bachelor and Master of Music degrees from Millikin 
University, Decatur, Illinois where she was a pupil of Elizabeth Travis. 
As a Graduate Fellow at Millikin University, she performed 
extensively while teaching and studying. She has done additional 
postgraduate work at Washington University and has coached with 
such artists as Fernando Valenti, Jules Gentil, and Paul Badura-Skoda. 
She has studies extensively with Ruth Slenczynska, Professor 
Emeritus, SUIE, Karl-Heinz Kammerling and Tatiana Nikolaeva at the 
Mozarteum, Salzburg, Austria.

Gwen is a past president of the St. Louis Alumnae Chapter, Sigma 
Alpha Iota International Music Fraternity and held the national office 
of Pi Province Vice President. She is Regional Chairperson of the 
American Music Scholarship Association and was awarded the 
distinction of Master Teacher. She is also a member of Piano Teachers 
Round Table and served as Vice-President of the organization for two 
terms. 


